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Book Title: The Second Offline: Doubling of Time and Place
Editors: Hidenori Tomita (Ed.)

Publisher: Springer

Publication Date: September 2021

About this book:

This book presents current research on mobile Internet society. Past research was not able to
show a clear analytical framework, thus was unable to close in on the fundamental changes in
that society. This book, however, analyzes mobile Internet society by introducing the concept of
“doubling of time and place” and the analytical framework of the “second offline.” The emergence
of the smartphone has made Internet use easier, and now, people are constantly using online
information in the midst of their daily lives. Our society is transitioning from the first offline
society, a society without being connected to Internet, to the second offline society, where users
are connected to the Internet at all times. In this second offline society, our sense of time and
place are beginning to change. Broadcast and communication media have made possible the
overlapping of different places, which has been called the doubling of place. Furthermore, virtual
reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) technologies have enabled the overlap of different times,
which this book calls the doubling of time. The smartphone makes both possible. With the second
offline and the doubling of time and place as keywords, the book takes into consideration
research that includes, among other topics, the media usage of young adults, selfies, education,

social media usage, mobile games, workstations, and consumer activity in the mobile Internet



society.
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About this book:
This book shows how telecom, broadcast, and Internet researchers as well as experts from Japan's leading

mobile operators interpret, analyze, and evaluate the emerging phenomenon of the Japanese broadband
ecosystem. The broadband ecosystem, as it rapidly changes against the backdrop of swift technological
progress, is forcing major changes in the existing socioeconomic framework and generating many policy
issues that require discussion.

The book aims to provide a theoretical and practical framework for policymakers to address these issues
from a broader perspective than has been available in the past. The topics addressed in this book cover
sharing of 5G infrastructure, online platform regulation, diffusion of autonomous driving, content industry,
trends and use cases of 5G, capacity development for Al, ride-hailing service, smartphone games, the right to
be forgotten, and the economic value of personal information.

Although this book cannot provide definitive answers to all these recently emerging and rapidly changing
issues, it does provide important guidance for evidence-based discussion involving policymakers and
researchers working on these issues. It is also recommended for graduate students who want to enter this
challenging field of policy discussion.
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